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Objectives 

ÅDefine the current national concerns with the opioid crisis  

ÅDescribe national efforts to address these concerns

ÅDescribe opioid crisis in Alabama

ÅIdentify region specific factors related to the opioid crisis

ÅDiscuss efforts by the state and local communities to address concerns 
with the opioid crisis

ÅIllustrate the limitations of systems to combat diversion and OUD 
(Opioid Use Disorders)

3



National Concerns
Rise of Fentanyl and Carfentanil 

Fentanyl

Å75x -100x more 
potent than 
morphine

Carfentanil

Å10,000x more 
potent than 
morphine and 
100x more potent 
than fentanyl
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The key difference between fentanyl and carfentanil is potency. 

2 mg of fentanyl can be enough to cause overdose or death. If that wasnôt potent 

or deadly enough, carfentanil is 100 times stronger than fentanyl. 5
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Fentanyl: Quick Facts 

ÅFentanyl is the number one drug leading to opioid overdose deaths.

ÅIt is often mixed with methamphetamines/heroin and/or cocaine as a 
combination productðwith or without the userôs knowledgeðto increase 
its euphoric effects.

ÅBrand names: Abstreal, Act.Q, Duragesic.

ÅCommon street names: Apache, China Girl, Murder 8, Tango & Cash.

Source: CDC.GOV
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Cafentanil: Quick Facts

ÅCarfentanil, a synthetic opioid, is a white powdery substance that looks like 
it could be cocaine or heroin.

ÅDrug dealers also mix this with heroin to increase its potency, but dealers 
and buyers may not know exactly what they are selling or ingesting.  It is 
believed the mix is primarily produced in China, and, in some cases, 
Mexico. The drugs are easily ordered online and shipped through the mail 
or smuggled across the U.S. borders.

ÅThis drug is so powerful it poses a significant threat to first responders and 
law enforcement who touch it by accident.  Because of the relative strength 
of this drug, people can overdose on carfentanil quickly. Multiple doses of 
Narcan may not be effective.

Source: Justthinktwice.gov
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Statistically significant drug overdose death rate 
increase from 2016 to 2017, United States.

Opioidsðmainly synthetic opioids (other than methadone)ðare currently the 

main driver of drug overdose deaths. Opioids were involved in 47,600 overdose 

deaths in 2017 (67.8% of all drug overdose deaths).
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Heroin: Quick Facts

Å15,482 people died in 2017 alone from heroin overdoses.  Between 2010 and 
2017, the rate of heroin-related overdose deaths increased by almost 400%.

ÅHeroin use more than doubled among young adults ages 18ï25 in the past 
decade.

ÅMore than 9 in 10 people who used heroin also used at least one other drug.

Å45% of people who used heroin were also addicted to prescription opioid 
painkillers.

ÅCommon street names: Hell dust, Horse.
Source: CDC.GOV 9



Distribution of Illegal Narcotics 
is a Multi -Billion Dollar Industry
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https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/heroin/infographic.html
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Heroin
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Common Prescription Opioids

ÅHydrocodone (Vicodin, Norco, 
Lortab, Lorcet)

ÅOxycodone (OxyContin, 
Roxicodone, Percocet) 

ÅOxymorphone (Opana) 

ÅMorphine (Kadian, Avinza) 

ÅCodeine (Tylenol 3)

Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse
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