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Objectives 

• Define the current national concerns with the opioid crisis  

• Describe national efforts to address these concerns

• Describe opioid crisis in Alabama

• Identify region specific factors related to the opioid crisis

• Discuss efforts by the state and local communities to address concerns 
with the opioid crisis

• Illustrate the limitations of systems to combat diversion and OUD 
(Opioid Use Disorders)
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National Concerns
Rise of Fentanyl and Carfentanil 

Fentanyl

• 75x -100x more 
potent than 
morphine

Carfentanil

• 10,000x more 
potent than 
morphine and 
100x more potent 
than fentanyl
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The key difference between fentanyl and carfentanil is potency. 

2 mg of fentanyl can be enough to cause overdose or death. If that wasn’t potent 

or deadly enough, carfentanil is 100 times stronger than fentanyl. 5
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Fentanyl: Quick Facts 

• Fentanyl is the number one drug leading to opioid overdose deaths.

• It is often mixed with methamphetamines/heroin and/or cocaine as a 
combination product—with or without the user’s knowledge—to increase 
its euphoric effects.

• Brand names: Abstreal, Act.Q, Duragesic.

• Common street names: Apache, China Girl, Murder 8, Tango & Cash.

Source: CDC.GOV
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Cafentanil: Quick Facts

• Carfentanil, a synthetic opioid, is a white powdery substance that looks like 
it could be cocaine or heroin.

• Drug dealers also mix this with heroin to increase its potency, but dealers 
and buyers may not know exactly what they are selling or ingesting.  It is 
believed the mix is primarily produced in China, and, in some cases, 
Mexico. The drugs are easily ordered online and shipped through the mail 
or smuggled across the U.S. borders.

• This drug is so powerful it poses a significant threat to first responders and 
law enforcement who touch it by accident.  Because of the relative strength 
of this drug, people can overdose on carfentanil quickly. Multiple doses of 
Narcan may not be effective.

Source: Justthinktwice.gov
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Statistically significant drug overdose death rate 
increase from 2016 to 2017, United States.

Opioids—mainly synthetic opioids (other than methadone)—are currently the 

main driver of drug overdose deaths. Opioids were involved in 47,600 overdose 

deaths in 2017 (67.8% of all drug overdose deaths).
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Heroin: Quick Facts

• 15,482 people died in 2017 alone from heroin overdoses.  Between 2010 and 
2017, the rate of heroin-related overdose deaths increased by almost 400%.

• Heroin use more than doubled among young adults ages 18–25 in the past 
decade.

• More than 9 in 10 people who used heroin also used at least one other drug.

• 45% of people who used heroin were also addicted to prescription opioid 
painkillers.

• Common street names: Hell dust, Horse.
Source: CDC.GOV 9



Distribution of Illegal Narcotics 
is a Multi-Billion Dollar Industry
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Heroin
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Common Prescription Opioids

• Hydrocodone (Vicodin, Norco, 
Lortab, Lorcet)

• Oxycodone (OxyContin, 
Roxicodone, Percocet) 

• Oxymorphone (Opana) 

• Morphine (Kadian, Avinza) 

• Codeine (Tylenol 3)

Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse
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Opioids 
and 

Adolescents

• Opioid users are getting younger with 
an average age range of 12. 
Prescription drug misuse, which can 
include opioids, is among the fastest 
growing drug problems in the United 
States.  

• The results are alarming because 
deaths to children and teens are 
increasing the same way as they are 
for adults – they start with pills, turn to 
heroin and die from the synthetic 
opioid painkiller fentanyl.

Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse 15
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National Efforts

• Under President Trump’s “Safe 
Prescribing Plan” is to address the rate of 
opioid production by cutting nationwide 
opioid prescription fills by one-third within 
three years.

• DEA addresses the illegal sales by 
investigation dealers and pharmacy 
diversion. 

• National drug take back day-twice a year. 
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Heroin is the second greatest drug 
threat in the state. 18



U-47700

Fentanyl Carfentanil
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Regional Specific Factors 
Related to the Opioid Crisis

Based on the 2020 HIDTA survey

Heroin, Fentanyl/Opioids, Diverted Pharmaceuticals two of the 
top three.
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Death toll from fentanyl in Jefferson County went from 106 in 2017 to 

just 68 in 2018.

Deaths from fentanyl and related 

derivatives
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Most Abused 

• Oxycodone (Oxycontin)

• Hydrocodone (Lortab/Vicodin)

• Alprazolam (Xanax)

• Hydromorphone (Dilaudid)
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Category 2017 2018 % Change

Heroin 145 164 +9.21 %

Fentanyl 250 200 -20 %

Alabama is still number one in prescribing opioids, both 

nationally and world-wide.

TOTAL DEATHS RELATED TO HEROIN

AND FENTANYL
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Heroin Fentanyl Methamphetamine Cocaine Marijuana U-48800

Birmingham 

Area

Huntsville 

Area

Montgomery 

Area 

Auburn

Mobile

Dothan

Regional Trends
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A substance recently submitted to the BCI Athens office from 

the Lawrence County Drug Task Force and tested by the BCI 

London laboratory. The substance appeared to be Marijuana 

bud material, however, after testing, it was found to actually be 

a mixture of Tramadol, Heroin, and Fentanyl. There were also 

trace amounts of Methamphetamine included in the mixture.

26Source:  Ohio BCI London Laboratory and the Lawrence County Drug Task Force.



Efforts by State and Local 
Communities
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Local Law Enforcement is 
Active in DEA’S NTB
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Drug Courts Utilizing 
Medication Assisted Treatment 

for Those with OUD
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Distribution of Naloxone to first 

responders statewide 32



Alabama SB48: 
Another Shot in the 

Opioid Battle
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Use of Vivitrol with Counseling 
and Life Skills Training by ADOC
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Other 
Possible 
Efforts

• Maintain sales enforcement 

• Identifying pill mills

• Prosecution of chronic offenders

• Use Federal resources

• Collaborate with public heath officials
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Limitations of 
Systems to 

Combat Diversion 
and OUD
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Prison Overcrowding 
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Officers 

Being 

Exposed to 

Fentanyl
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Lack Of 

Resources 

To Assist 

And Direct 

OUD
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Expanded Addiction Treatment 
For Inmates
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Concluding Thoughts

• Alabama has decreased the prescribing of opioids by more than 11% since 
2015, however we are still number 1 in the nation in opioid abuse.

• This opioid crisis has now propelled us to the abuse of illicit/synthetic opioids 
such as heroin, fentanyl and carfentanil, however we have responded statewide 
with naloxone issuance and more cooperation between agencies working 
together to solve the crisis.

• A significant amount of federal resources will be focused on assisting states 
dealing with the opioid crisis in both financial assistance as well as law 
enforcement.

• Though we have come a long way since 2015, we must continue to possess an 
aggressive attitude towards the opioid crisis to protect those who are addicted 
and society at large. 41
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